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Monthly council meetings which are held to consider
aspects of the curriculum encourage more reticent members
to offer their opinions. Such meetings should be open to
parents, teachers, and older children.
The children might also have representation on subcom-
mittees, elected from their class groups, to serve as planning
groups, and to search out needed data on community-school
matters which are related to their projects or to the school
welfare. They can in such ways help with school routines or
handle situations in which their judgment would be adequate.
The Parent-Teacher Association might make its program of
study in keeping with the over-all program for the district or
school as headed by the Advisory Council; the membership
of these two groups would probably overlap to some extent.
The parent-teacher study programs would be likely to be
planned around the child, the family, and community prob-
lems as they are affected by the local and world social and
economic situations. To make possible the use of the school
as a service center for the community, study groups might
meet in the school to study and to work in the activities there.
Out-of'School groups join school-community projects. Or-
ganizations such as the Red Cross, public health, public serv-
ice groups, and community centers are willing to cooperate in
school projects which have a bearing on education and com-
munity welfare. Working with lay organizations serves to
inform the lay persons in the district of the school's program
and interests, as well as to make the school activities more
real to the pupils, i.e., less academic.
The school needs- to know and use all the persons and
agencies that might assist in the program^ 'A revolving card
file record which classifies people according to their talents,
1 and lists the names, addresses, telephone numbers, and times
available of possible contributors, is valuable. The up-to-date
file helps to key the program to current community life. The
person (or persons) responsible for public relations in the
school-community program is in a strategic position to show